
Second Grade: Art Curriculum

Unit: Warm and Cool Colors Time: 5 weeks Standards:
● 1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying
artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cr1a: Engage in individual and
collaborative exploration of materials
and ideas through multiple approaches,
from imaginative play to brainstorming,
to solve art and design problems.

Essential Questions
● What are warm and cool colors?
● How do warm and cool colors create contrast?
● Where can we identify warm and cool colors?
● What is a background and foreground?
● What is a grid?
● How can we learn from each other to make

adjustments to our artwork?

Enduring Understandings
● I can tell you the three warm and three

cool colors.
● I can identify warm and cool colors in

my surroundings
● I have an understanding of how warm

and cool colors create contrasts.
● I can compare and contrast works that

use warm and cool colors.
● I can identify a background and

foreground.
● I can use a ruler to make a grid.
● I can learn to improve/adjust my

artwork from my teacher and peers to
become a better artist.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
● SWBAT identify warm and cool colors.  They will create a composition using a heart or

circle shape. We will create a grid on top. We will apply one set of warm or cool colors to
the foreground and one set to the background.  Students  will view works of art containing
warm and cool colors and talk about contrast as well as pattern.   Students will be assessed
on their understanding of warm and cool colors based on a completed composition.
(1.5.2.R3a, 1.5.2.Cr1a)

Other Assessments
● Complete works of art
● Art criticism of famous works
● Teacher observation

Materials
● Famous works references
● Color wheel
● Watercolor
● Paint brushes
● paper
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Using a magazine, find pictures that represent warm colors and pictures that represent cool colors.
Get into a group and discuss.

● Choose either warm or cool colors to create a sky.  Draw a landscape silhouette in black and glue to
the sky. How does each set of colors change the mood?

REINFORCEMENT
● Use the concept of warm

and cool colors to apply to
your artwork in a future
lesson.

ENRICHMENT
● Have students look for

warm and cool colors at
the grocery store. Come
back to class and tell us
what you found.

Suggested Websites
● http://www.tigercolor.com/color-lab/color-theory/color-th

eory-intro.htm#warm_cool_colors
● https://youtu.be/w6K08wrI9dA

Suggested Materials
● Color Theory: Learn Color Theory for Beginners Kindle Edition

by Maura Craig (Author)

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Computer Science and Design Thinking: 8.2.2.ED.2 Collaborate to solve a simple problem, or to illustrate how to build a product using the design process.

Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work

SEL: Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts.
Language Arts or Math: SL1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum

Unit: Portraits Time: 5 weeks Standards:

● 1.2.2.Cr3a: Create and assemble content
for media arts productions, identifying
basic principles (e.g., pattern,
positioning, attention, and repetition.)
● 1.2.2.Cr3b: Identify and describe the
effects of altering, refining and
completing media artworks.
●1.2.2.Cn11b: Interact appropriately with
media arts tools and environments
considering safety, rules and fairness.
●1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying
artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cn11a: Compare, contrast and
describe why people from different places
and times make art.
● 1.2.2.Cn11b: Interact appropriately with
media arts tools and environments
considering safety, rules and fairness.
● 1.2.2.Re9a: Share appealing qualities,
identify the effective parts, and discuss
improvements for media artworks,
considering their context.
● 1.2.2.Cr2a: Explore form ideas for media
art production with support.
● 1.2.2.Cr2b: Connect and apply ideas for
media art production.
● 1.2.2.Cr1e: Choose ideas to create plans
for media art production.

Essential Questions
● What is a portrait?
● Why are portraits made?
● Does a portrait have to be of a

human being?
● Does a portrait have to always be a

true representation of the person?
● What materials can be used to

create a portrait?
● How do line styles and color affect

the feeling of a portrait?
● How are texture, line, shape used in

creating a portrait?

Enduring Understandings
● I can tell you what a portrait is.
● I can tell you why people create portraits.
● I can recognize that portraits can include

human beings as well as animals.
● I can tell the difference between

representational and non- representational
Art.

● I can use a variety of media to create a
portrait.

● I can recognize different line styles and other
elements of Art such as color, shape and
texture.

● I understand that portraits from different time
periods look different for various reasons.
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum
Benchmark Assessment(s)

● SWBAT identify a portrait. They will create a portrait of themselves.  The portraits
will be assessed by the correct placement of features.  Students will also be
assessed on their use of lines, colors, shapes and textures.  Through discussion
and critique, students will compare and contrast the works of various artists and
their portraits. Make connections of portraits from ancient egypt where art
appeared flat, reference Napoleon who was wealthy enough to afford a portrait
and discuss modern art portraits and how technology has changed the way we
create art. Critiques will focus on the elements of art, and how they were utilized
by the artist. Students will be able to use simple shapes to create a portrait.  This
will be a foundation for future drawing projects. Afterwards we will discuss
Picasso as a portrait artist who uses cubism. Students will use the Tate Kids
website to create a portrait using shapes. Examine the works of Picasso and
apply various shapes to your drawing. Students will be assessed on their use of
shapes, color and design.  ( 1.2.2.Cr3a, 1.2.2.Cr3b, 1.2.2.Cn11b,
1.5.2.R3a,1.5.2.Cn11a)

Other Assessments
● Finished portraits
● Teacher Observation
● Critique/Student Self Assessment

Materials
● Reference pictures of the work of

Pablo Picasso.
● Pencils
● Crayons

● Erasers

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Create a self- portrait step-by-step.  Emphasis will be placed on placement of features and
using shape and line to create successful and realistic works.

● Compare and contrast the works of Pablo Picasso and Pierre-Auguste Renior.  Discuss how
their styles are the same and different.  What elements of Art can be seen?  How does
each artist use the elements differently? Which Art style of these two artists does your art
resemble most? Why?

● Create a portrait of an animal.  Compare and contrast the differences in drawing a human
compared to an animal.  Discuss the element of texture to replicate fur or scales of the
animal.

REINFORCEMENT
● Reference self-portrait

proportions while creating
animal portraits.

● Use simple shapes as a
basis for all drawing
instructions.

ENRICHMENT
● Encourage students to look

for portraits of different
artists.  Report back to class
with observations.
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum
Suggested Websites

● http://theartgallery.com.au/kidsart/learn/portrait/
● http://www.artsmudge.com/blog/2012/05/how-to-draw-proportional-self-portraits-with-kids
● http://www.wikihow.com/Draw-Animals-%28Kids%29
● http://www.mykidsart.com.au/Pablo_Picasso_Famous_Artists_My_Kids_Art.html
● http://makingartfun.com/pdf/renior-printit-biography.pdf
● https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/games-quizzes/tate-paint

Suggested Materials
● Draw 50 Animals: The Step-by-Step Way to

Draw Elephants, Tigers, Dogs, Fish, Birds
and Many More by Lee J. Ames

● How to Draw Faces by Barbara Soloff Levy

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills. CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. (When drawing portraits, students show their creativity.)
Computer Science and Design Thinking: 8.2.2.ED.2 Collaborate to solve a simple problem, or to illustrate how to build a product using the design process. (Comparing and
contrasting portraits by viewing online photographs.)

Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work

SEL Self Awareness- Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths and limitations. (Become aware of physical traits when drawing self-portraits.)

Language Arts SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum

Unit: 3D/Form Time: 5 weeks Standards:

● 1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying
artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cr1a: Engage in individual and
collaborative exploration of materials and
ideas through multiple approaches, from
imaginative play to brainstorming, to solve
art and design problems.

Essential Questions
● What does 3Dimensional mean?
● How can I make a 3D figure out of clay?
● How do I create details in a figure out of clay?
● Which clay techniques can be applied to my

artwork?

Enduring Understandings
● I can tell you what the 3Dimensions

are.
● I can create a fish using clay.
● I can use tools to create details in clay

to give my fish a realistic look.
● I can apply slab, pinch or coil

techniques to my clay.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
SWBAT identify what 3Dimensional means. They will create a fish out of clay. Students
will apply coil, slab and pinch techniques and use scissors and pencils to create textures
and details.  Students  will be assessed on their ability to apply these techniques.  The
completed piece will also be assessed for its neatness and attention to detail.  (1.5.2.Cr1a,
1.5.2.R3a)

Other Assessments
✔ Completed clay piece
✔ Teacher observation

Materials
● Clay
● pencils
● scissors
● markers

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Students will create a clay penguin.  We will review what a pinch pot is.  I will demonstrate
how to create a pinch pot.  This pinch pot will be squeezed into a taller penguin form.
Penguin attributes will be added to the form.  The clay piece will be glazed.

● Using a mold, students will create a butterfly.  They will create a simple pinch pot which
this butterfly will attach to.  The piece will be glazed.

REINFORCEMENT
● Clay skills will be reviewed and added to

each year.
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum
ENRICHMENT

● Have students look at ceramic clay
animals on the internet.  Can you tell if
the animal was started as a pinch pot?
How?

Suggested Websites
● http://www.thatartistwoman.org/2013/02/animal-pinch-pots.html

KidZone Penguin Facts
● http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/butterfly.html

Suggested Materials
● Pinch Pottery: Functional, Modern Handbuilding

Paperback – January 7, 2014 by Susan Halls

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills (CRP6) Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Computer Science and Design Thinking: 8.2.2.ED.2 8.2.2.ED.2 Collaborate to solve a simple problem, or to illustrate how to build a product using the design process. Students will
be creating a pinch pot and will recognize the tools needed in order to do so.
Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work
SEL (Self-Awareness) Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges. Students will need self-confidence while using creativity to produce their
clay pot.
Language Arts or Math (L.2.3.)Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. Students will use their knowledge of speaking and
listening when following directions and completing the clay project.
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum

Unit: Native American Art-Weaving Time: 5 weeks Standards:

● 1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cr1a: Engage in individual and collaborative
exploration of materials and ideas through
multiple approaches, from imaginative play to
brainstorming, to solve art and design problems.
● 1.5.2.Pr4a: Select artwork for display, and
explain why some work, objects and artifacts are
valued over others. Categorize artwork based on
a theme or concept for an exhibit.

Essential Questions
● Who are the Native Americans?
● What type of art did Native Americans do?
● What is weaving?
● What  materials were used for weaving
● What is functional art?
● Does weaving have a function other than

aesthetics?
● Which Native Amercans were known best for their

weavings?
● Why were some weavings worth more?
● What is an art exhibit?
● What is a theme?

Enduring Understandings
● I can tell you who the

Native American people are.
● I can tell you wool was used

for weaving.
● I can recognize artwork

from the Native Americans.
● I can tell you the Navajo

were known for their
weavings.

● I can tell you more intricate
patterns in weavings were
worth more.

● Weaving is more functional
rather than aesthetic in
many cases.

● I can see that art can have a
function as well as be
something decorative.

● I have an understanding of
how artwork is displayed.

● I have an understanding of
different theme and
categories in art.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
SWBAT recognize designs, patterns, colors and art created by Native American
people.  They will explore the concept that art can be a way to communicate, and
can have function.  Students will create a Navajo inspired weaving.  They will be
assessed on their under over technique and the craftsmanship of their weaving and
their choice of design. Have the students discuss their completed project afterwards.
(1.5.2.Cr1a,  1.5.2.R3a, 1.5.2.Pr4a)

Other Assessments
✔ Class discussions
✔ Teacher observation
✔ Critique

Materials
✔ Pencils
✔ Construction paper
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum
✔ Glue
✔ Paint
✔ Scissors
✔ Cardboard pieces.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Students will view some Native American Art.  We will discuss the elements and
principles of Art found in these examples.  We will discuss the term functionalism.
How does Native American Art have functionalism?  What other types of art have a
function?

● Introduce the Hopi medicine pouches. Show examples.  Show those available to buy
today.  Discuss this as a source of income for Native Americans.  Introduce
Pictographs.  Hand out a reference sheet and explain the use of these pictographs for
communication in the Native American culture.  Students will practice writing
sentences.  These will be attached to their completed pouch.  The pouch will be sewn
on the sides.  Beads and feathers will be used to decorate.  Construction paper
crayons will be used to create Native American motifs.

● Use one Native American symbol as the centerpiece for a woven ornament.

REINFORCEMENT
● Students will learn about the Native

American culture in their homeroom classes.

ENRICHMENT
● Encourage students to look around for other

cultures that may use symbols or pictures as
a way to communicate.

Suggested Websites
● http://www.legendsofamerica.com/na-symbols.html
● https://www.warpaths2peacepipes.com/indian-tribes/hopi-tribe.

htm
● http://www.horsekeeping.com/medicinebags/about-medicineba

gs.html

Suggested Materials
● Native American art masterpieces book by David W Penney

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills (CRP6) Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
SEL (Relationship Skills) Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others. Students will use these skills while communicating during class
discussions.
Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work
Language Arts or Math (L.2.3.)Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. Students will use their knowledge of speaking and
listening when engaging in discussion about Native American Art and practicing writing sentences through pictographs.
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum

Unit: Modern Art: Piet Mondrian Time: 8 weeks Standards:
● 1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cr1a: Engage in individual and collaborative
exploration of materials and ideas through
multiple approaches, from imaginative play to
brainstorming, to solve art and design problems.

Essential Questions
● What types of art are considered Modern

Art?
● Who are some popular Modern Artists?
● What do Modern Artists have in common?

How are they different?
● How was Piet Mondrian considered a

Modern artist?
● How had his artwork changed?
● What does the word abstract mean?

Cubism? Realism?
● How did Mondrian use the primary colors?

Enduring Understandings
● I have an understanding of the

kinds of art that were created.
● I can compare and contrast the

similarities and differences of art
made during this time.

● I can compare and contrast the
work of Mondrian to see the
differences in his own work.

● I can effectively Create a Mondrian
piece using shape and the primary
colors.

● I can recognize Mondrian’s work.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
SWBAT talk about Modern Art.  They will be able to recognize the artwork of Piet
Mondrian and other Modern Art artworks. They will also be able to tell the
differences between  realistic and abstract art.  Students will be assessed through
the use of primary colors and the shapes of a Mondrian inspired  artwork. Students
will also apply black lines to create a contrast between shapes. We will critique each
other’s artwork while discussing elements and principles used.  The assessment will
focus on the process, application of media and the use of the art elements in a
similar style to the artist studied. ( 1.5.2.Cr1a, 1.5.2.R3a)

Other Assessments
✔ Completed work of Abstract Art
✔ Teacher observation

Materials
● Black paint
● Primary colors of construction paper
● Paper
● Scissors
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● We will read about Modern Art and view examples. Students will compare and
contrast the works based on the elements and principles of design.

● Students will create and original piece of art based on the Pop Art of Burton Morris.
They will illustrate their favorite food and add thick lines and a colorful background.

● Students will use tissue paper to make a colorful background.  A decorative heart will
be added on the top in the style of Jim Dine.

● We will look at the work of Joan Miro.  Students will draw fun line drawings in
sharpie.  These will be colored in with oil pastel.

REINFORCEMENT
● Review the Elements and Principles of

design in the student’s personal work during
a critique.

ENRICHMENT
● Look for Pop Art on commercials, in

magazines.  Take note of what the artist was
inspired by.

● Turn a realistic picture into something
abstract by redrawing it.

Suggested Websites
● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_art
● http://burtonmorris.com/
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9rAdb_ULp0
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7SWRa1gvfc

Suggested Materials
● This is Modern Art Paperback – March 28, 2006

by Matthew Collings

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills (CRP6) Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Computer Science and Design Thinking:  8.2.2.ED.2 8.2.2.ED.2 Collaborate to solve a simple problem, or to illustrate how to build a product using the design process. Students will
use videos and magazines to view pop art as inspiration for their drawing.
SEL (Self-Management) Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals.
Language Arts or Math (L.2.3.)Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. Students will use their knowledge of speaking and
listening when engaging in discussion about the Pop Art of Burton Morris.
Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum

Unit: Art Journaling Time: 10 weeks Standards:

● 1.2.2.Cr3a: Create and assemble content
for media arts productions, identifying
basic principles (e.g., pattern, positioning,
attention, and repetition.)
● 1.2.2.Cr3b: Identify and describe the
effects of altering, refining and
completing media artworks.
1.2.2.Cn11b: Interact appropriately with
media arts tools and environments
considering safety, rules and fairness.
1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying
artwork.
1.2.2.Pr4a: With guidance and moving
towards independence, combine art
forms and media content into media
artworks such as an illustrated story or
narrated animation.
● 1.2.2.Re7b: Identify, share and describe
a variety of media artworks created from
different experiences in response to global
issues including climate change.
1.2.2.Re9a: Share appealing qualities,
identify the effective parts, and discuss
improvements for media artworks,
considering their context.
1.5.2.Pr5a: Explain the purpose of a
portfolio or collection. Ask and answer
questions regarding preparing artwork for

Essential Questions
● What is art journaling?
● How can art journaling help me as an artist and help

me understand art?
● How can art journaling be used as a sense of calm?
● How can we use art journaling to tell a story?
● How can I use critique to help me become a better

artist?
● How can I help the environment?
● How can I illustrate a story using art?
● How is a journal like an art portfolio?

Enduring Understandings
● I can use art tools safely.
● I can evaluate my artwork with the

help of my peers.
● I have an understanding of balance in

my artwork in order to consider  it
complete.

● I can use recyclable materials as an art
medium.

● I can help the environment through
art.

● I can keep a collection of artwork as a
portfolio.

● Art can be used to illustrate  my story.
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum
presentation or preservation.
● 1.5.2.Cn11b: Describe why people from
different places and times make art about
different issues, including climate change.
●1.2.2.Pr6a: With guidance and moving
towards independence, identify, share
and discuss reactions to and experiences
of the presentation of media artworks.
● 1.2.2.Cn10a: Use personal experiences,
interests, information and models in
creating media artworks.
● 1.2.2.Cr1a: Discover, share and express
ideas for media artworks through
experimentation, sketching and modeling.
● 1.2.2.Cr1b: Brainstorm and improvise
multiple ideas using a variety of tools,
methods and materials.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
● SWBAT form their own art journal. We will use various prompts such as Illustrated stories,

Emotions, Recycling/Reusing, Patterns and Shapes, Color, Family, Happiness and so on.
Using Michael Bell as a spotlight artist/art teacher, we will discuss the importance of art
journaling. Some of the important topics addressed will be art and reusing recyclable
materials, the use of technology in art and how we can incorporate it through
photography/apps/various websites/google slides, and  how art journaling can be used as
a portfolio. With each weekly prompt we will discuss an artist, a world issue, address an
element or principle of design, emotions in our art as well as other topics. Once we have
had a discussion, students will have various art materials to explore and use in their
journals how they see fit.  Students will discuss their work afterwards. We will address
how we can use different art mediums effectively and the importance of improvement.
Students will be assessed on their completion of each journal “entry.” (1.5.2.Cn11b,
1.5.2.Pr5a, 1.2.2.Cn11b,1.2.2.Re9a,1.2.2.Pr4a, 1.5.2.R3a, 1.5.2.Re7b, 1.5.2.Cn11b,1.5.2.Pr5a, 1.2.2.Re9a,
1.2.2.Cr1a, 1.2.2.Cr1b, 1.2.2.Cn10a)

Other Assessments
● Completed journal pages
● Art criticism of famous works
● Teacher observation
● Critique
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum
Materials

● Famous works references
● Color wheel
● Watercolor
● Paint brushes
● paper
● tissue paper
● tempera
● string

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Using the prompt “Family” asking students to bring in photographs of important family members. In
their journal, start a collage using various art mediums.

● Ask students to bring in a picture of their favorite artwork from a famous artist. Ask them to try and
recreate it. The purpose is to try something new and learn a different art style.

REINFORCEMENT
● Use the concept of art

journaling to create your
own journal at home.

ENRICHMENT
● Have students bring in

various materials from
home that have significant
meaning to them. Discuss
their meaning in class and
how you can use that
meaning in their art
journals.
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Second Grade: Art Curriculum
Suggested Websites

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmdpA5ZmB4Y&t=21
1s

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDoerGw3Rpo
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmdpA5ZmB4Y&t=21

1s
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ap9NFCiz4HI

Suggested Materials
● Color Theory: Learn Color Theory for Beginners Kindle Edition

by Maura Craig (Author)

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work

SEL: Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts.
Language Arts or Math: SL1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
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